
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and our fraud task force part-

ners at the Department of 

Insurance and Department of 

Justice.  Partnerships and 

networking are crucial for 

overall success when combat-

ing crime. 

 

Again, I am very excited 

about this publication and 

welcome your thoughts, com-

ments, and suggestions on 

improving the True Blue 

Newsletter. 

Lt. Trevor Smith 

 

I am very excited to revive 

the publishing of the True 

Blue newsletter.  In the past, 

this was a very helpful tool 

for insurance industry person-

nel, investigators, and troop-

ers.  I look forward to show-

casing exactly what YOUR 

Insurance Fraud / Auto Theft 

Unit is doing, and will be 

doing in the future.  Most 

importantly, I hope that infor-

mation provided in this publi-

cation will be beneficial to 

all. 

 

On September 21, 2009, I 

was honored to be transferred 

into the Insurance Fraud / 

Auto Theft Unit (IFAT) and 

now serve as the unitôs super-

visor.  My primary responsi-

bilities are to act as liaison to 

industry and government 

stakeholders, effectively 

manage the unitôs personnel 

and resources, and efficiently 

disperse the unitôs $3.5M 

annual budget.  Most impor-

tantly, I am responsible for 

ensuring that our activities 

are focused and our mission 

is accomplished.  

 

I want to sincerely thank 

Colonel Mike Edmonson for 

his unfaltering support of 

IFAT.  Additionally, I would 

like to thank LTC Val 

Penouilh and Major 

Murphy Paul for their tire-

less efforts in support of this 

unit.  Without their com-

mitment we would have 

never been able to accom-

plish the major goal of plac-

ing the unit back under a cen-

tralized command structure.  

This recent operational 

change provides an opportu-

nity to move the unit in a 

direction that provides focus, 

growth, and full alignment 

with the mission set forth by 

the Superintendent.   

  

I am very proud of the train-

ing, competency, and dedica-

tion of our unitôs personnel 

and supervisors.  They truly 

have had a positive impact on 

insurance fraud and auto theft 

in Louisiana.  Since becom-

ing operational in January of 

2000, the Insurance Fraud 

Unit has played a major role 

in how fraud is investigated; 

specifically the techniques 

used to uncover fraud and 

build strong criminal cases 

for prosecution.  This has 

resulted in Louisiana having 

one of the premier law en-

forcement fraud units in the 

nation.  

 

Our success is also based on 

the partnerships we have built 

with industry stakeholders,  
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Upcoming Events:  

JULY 6, 2011  

SIU Meeting - BR 

7919 Independence 

Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 

70806 

@10am 

AUGUST 3, 2011 

SIU Meeting - Alexandria 

5903 Coliseum Blvd 

Alexandria, LA 71303 

@10am 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2011 

SIU Meeting - BR 

7919 Independence 

Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 

70806 

@10am 

OCTOBER 5, 2011 

SIU Meeting - Alexandria 

5903 Coliseum Blvd 

Alexandria, LA 71303 

@10am 
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Sgt. Belinda Murphy 

Alexandria Field Office 

March 2011 

Robert Lee Daniel was a li-

censed producer in the state 

of Louisiana.  Louisiana State 

Police received a criminal 

referral on Daniel from 

AFLAC Insurance where he 

had been employed as an 

agent.  Daniel had established 

(261) fictitious individual 

policy holders and (12) ficti-

tious group policy holders.  

He fabricated addresses, so-

cial security numbers and 

names in order to be paid 

$127,488 in commission.  

Troopers arrested Daniel on 

January 5, 2011, in Rapides 

Parish without incident.  A 

short time later Louisiana 

State Police received a sec-

ond referral on Robert Lee 

Daniel from United Teachers 

Associate Insurance.  Daniel 

in a six month period of em-

ployment with United Teach-

ers submitted (34) false insur-

ance policy sales whereas 

false names, addresses, social 

security numbers, drivers 

license and credit card num-

bers were fabricated.   Daniel 

was paid over $5000 in com-

mission on fraudulent appli-

cations.  Troopers arrested 

Daniel for a second time on 

March 16, 2011, and Daniel 

was issued a cease and desist 

order by the Louisiana De-

partment of Insurance. 

Producer Evidently Producing For His Own Pocketé.. 

New to IFAT 
 
S/T Dean Coates 
Baton Rouge Office 

 

Helena Graham 
Admin. Coordinator, HQ 

 

TFC Robert Grimes 
Baton Rouge Office 

 

TFC Brad Guidroz 

Lafayette Field Office 

SIU Meetings now 

available LIVE  on 

the WEB!  

 

Contact Michele 

Aucoin for details 

225.925.3702 

Our Condolences 
 
 

Louisiana State Police would like to offer our sincere condolences and 

deepest sympathy to the family, friends, and colleagues of Kim Sledge and 

Rhett Jeansonne.  Kim and Rhett were fraud investigators with the Louisi-

ana Department of Insurance.  On June 7th both were tragically killed 

pabe^ \hg]n\mbg` Zg bgo^lmb`Zmbhg Zm FZo^k`g^Äl CglnkZg\^ ;`^g\r bg Pbee^ 

Platt, Louisiana.  This senseless murder has left all of us in shock and won-

]^kbg`* źpar:Å  Qabe^ Ebf Zg] La^mmÄl ]^Zma aZl e^_m Z eZk`^ ohb] bg ma^ 

lives of those they touched,  their deaths will certainly not be in vain.  We 

must have faith that good will come out of this tragedy as we honor their 

memory with our actions.  This incident has again shown us that life is 

fragile and tragedy is always unexpected. 

Useful Links: 

 
www.lsp.org 

 

www.nicb.org 

 

www.ldi.state.la.us 

 

www.ag.louisiana.gov 

 

www.insurancefraud.org 

 

www.iaati.org 

 

www.nw3c.org 
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tion to Encompass Insurance. 

He must also perform 100 

hours of community service. 

 

Feist and his wife, Felicia 

Feist, 41, were arrested in 

April by State Police, who 

said the couple falsely re-

ported their sport-utility vehi-

cle as stolen and attempted to 

collect an $11,000 insurance 

settlement. 

 

After the Feists filed a police 

report with the St. John Sher-

iff's Office, a state trooper 

located the 2006 Ford Ex-

plorer in the rear yard of an 

Edgard towing company after 

picking up the vehicle's LO-

Jennifer Boquet 

The Times Picayune 

May 18, 2011 

 
A St. John the Baptist Parish 

juvenile probation officer will 

serve three years of probation 

after pleading guilty on 

Wednesday to filing false 

documents in support of an 

insurance claim. 

 

Ronnie Feist, 45, of Edgard, 

entered the plea to the felony 

charge before 40th Judicial 

District Judge Sterling 

Snowdy. In addition to the 

probation, Feist must pay a 

$1,000 fine, $303.50 in court 

costs and $3,049.09 in restitu-

JACK signal. 

 

The insurance company 

stopped the claim after being 

notified by the state trooper 

that the vehicle had been 

found. 

 

A State Police investigation 

revealed that the couple ap-

parently had the SUV towed 

from a LaPlace dealership 

around Dec. 20 to the 

Westside 66 Towing yard in 

Edgard after learning that the 

vehicle's engine needed re-

placing. The owner of the tow 

yard did not know that the  

 

...continued on page 6 

St. John Probation Officer gets Probation in Insurance Case 

Insurance Agent Charged With Fraud 

Darryl Riser 

www.richlandtoday.com 

April 2011 

A north Louisiana agent was 

arrested and served by De-

partment of Insurance Fraud 

Section Investigators yester-

day with a summary suspen-

sion, cease and desist order, 

fine notice and notice of pro-

posed revocation for alleged 

forgery and misappropriation 

of insurance premiums. 

Amanda Dawn Hibbard 

Spencer, 35, was arrested by 

the Louisiana State Police 

Insurance Fraud/Auto Theft 

Unit yesterday on 15 counts 

of Unfair Trade Practices and 

15 counts of Forgery. She 

was also served by the De-

partment of Insurance Fraud.  

A North Louisiana agent was 

arrested and served by De-

partment of Insurance Fraud 

Section Investigators yester-

day with a summary suspen-

sion, cease and desist order, 

fine notice and notice of pro-

posed revocation for alleged 

forgery and misappropriation 

of insurance premiums. 

Section Investigators yester-

day with a summary suspen-

sion of her license, a cease 

and desist order, a $7,000 fine 

notice and notice of proposed 

license revocation for alleged 

forgery and misappropriation 

of insurance premiums. 

It is alleged that Spencer 

completed and forged signa-

tures on at least 18 applica-

tions for insurance without 

the named applicantôs knowl-

edge or consent, which re-

sulted in her receiving $5,300 

in unearned commissions. 

Department records show that 

Spencer was issued a Life 

Insurance license and an Ac-

cident and Health license in  

January 2006, both of which 

were valid until the time of 

service.  She has 30 days 

from time of service to re-

quest an administrative appeal 

or her license will be revoked. 

Commissioner Donelon urges 

consumers who feel uneasy 

about any insurance related 

transaction to call the Depart-

ment of Insurance Fraud Sec-

tion at 225-342-4956 or 1-800

-259-5300.  If callers do not 

want their names used, they 

can request that their involve-

ment be kept confidential. 

On the web: 

http://ls
p.org/ifu

.html  

IFAT  

Mission Statement 

The Mission of the In-

surance Fraud / Auto 

Theft Unit is to seek 

justice on behalf of the 

citizens of the state of 

Louisiana and industry 

stakeholders by the exe-

cution of superior, pro-

fessional, and effective 

criminal investigations. 
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www.2theadvocate.com 

Baton Rouge 

May 12, 2011 

Husband and wife Cedric and 

Shelna Matamoros were in-

dicted on first-degree murder 

charges Wednesday in the 

2006 asphyxiation death of 

their 2-year-old daughter at 

the coupleôs apartment. 

East Baton Rouge Parish Dis-

trict Attorney Hillar Moore 

III alleged that Malyasia 

Chanteô Matamoros was 

ñkilled for money.ôô 

 

The toddler was covered by 

five insurance policies total-

ing $185,000 at the time of 

her death, and Cedric and 

Shelna Matamoros were the 

beneficiaries, Moore noted. 

The child was pronounced 

dead Aug. 31, 2006. 

 

Two of the insurance policies 

totaling $110,000 were set to 

lapse Sept. 1, 2006, the dis-

trict attorney stated. 

 

Moore said he intends to seek 

the death penalty if the couple 

does not plead guilty to sec-

ond-degree murder, which 

carries an automatic sentence 

of life in prison. 

 

Nelvil Hollingsworth, chief 

of the homicide unit at the 

East Baton Rouge Parish 

Public Defenders Office, said 

Cedric and Shelna Mata-

moros will require separate 

death penalty-qualified attor-

neys. The office will not be 

able to represent both defen-

dants, he added. 

 

State District Judge Trudy 

White signed arrest warrants 

for Cedric Matamoros, 31, 

and Shelna Matamoros, 35, 

moments after an East Baton 

Rouge Parish grand jury re-

turned the in-

dictment in her 

courtroom. 

 

Cedric Mata-

moros has 

claimed some-

one broke into 

their unit at the Brandywine 

Condominiums on Darryl 

Drive the night of Aug. 30, 

2006, when his daughter was 

attacked in her bedroom. He 

said he fired a gun at the in-

truder. 

 

Shelna Matamoros is 

Malyasiaôs stepmother. 

Moore credited the Baton 

Rouge Police Department, 

Louisiana State Police and 

Office of Child Services with 

helping prosecutors put to-

gether what he called an 

ñextremely strongôô circum-

stantial case. 

 

Cedric Matamoros pleaded no 

contest in September to sim-

ple arson, insurance fraud and 

workersô compensation fraud 

and served time in prison. 

 

Shelna Matamoros pleaded 

guilty in March 2010 to sim-

ple arson, insurance fraud and 

other charges in the same 

string of arsons and frauds 

and also served time in 

prison. 

 

The murder case has been 

assigned to state District 

Judge Chip Moore. 

 

 

 

Couple Indicted in Death  

Photos obtained from 
www.wafb.com article in 2008 


